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“ Wc}mews parficipation in legisiative decision making

5 not just a matter of women's nghts, Increased
alance between the sexes In decision-making goes hand in
hand with good governance as it ensuras consideration of o
diversity of perspactives and directs affenfion 1o issuas that may
otherwise be overlooked. Increqsed gender 2quality in decision
making lends to betfer development decisions being made.
This sef of resedrch repors providas a comprensnsive analyss
of bboth social and electoral barriers to women's parlamentary
reprasantafion, which we hope will assist our mamber countries
and the region as a whole, o progress nofions of paricipafive
democracy and respond fo tThe curent gross under-
reprasentafion of Pocific women in nationdl pariaments. , ,

Grag Unwin

secraetary General, Pacinic isiands
Forum Secrerariat
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